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ABSTRACT

Resolution No. 3765

This resolution sets forth MTC’s Regional Policy for the Accommodation of Non-Motorized Travelers during project planning, design, funding and construction.

Further discussion of these actions are contained in the MTC Executive Director’s Memorandum to the Planning Committee dated June 9, 2006.
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RE:
Regional Policies for Accommodation of Non-Motorized Travelers
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

RESOLUTION NO. 3765


WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the regional transportation planning agency for the San Francisco Bay Area pursuant to Government Code Section 66500 et seq.; and


WHEREAS, MTC adopted Resolution No. 3427 in 2001 which adopted the 2001 Regional Transportation Plan and the 2001 Regional Bicycle Plan for the region; and


WHEREAS, MTC adopted Resolution No. 3681 in 2005 which adopted the Transportation 2030 Plan including Calls to Action to address non-motorized transportation needs during project development; and


WHEREAS, MTC recognizes that coordinated development of pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure offers cost savings in the long term and opportunities to create safe and convenient non-motorized travel; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, that MTC adopts the Recommendations from the study Routine Accommodation of Pedestrians and Bicyclists in the Bay Area, as outlined in Attachment A, attached hereto and incorporated herein as though set forth at length 



METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION


John Rubin, Chair

The above resolution was entered into by the 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

at a regular meeting of the Commission held 

in Oakland, California, on June 28, 2006. 
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Routine Accommodation of Pedestrians and Bicyclists in the Bay Area: Study Recommendations

POLICY

1. Projects funded all or in part with regional funds (e.g. federal, STIP, bridge tolls) shall consider the accommodation of non-motorized travelers, as described in Caltrans Deputy Directive 64.  These recommendations shall not replace locally adopted policies regarding transportation planning, design, and construction.  These recommendations are intended to facilitate the accommodation of pedestrians, bicyclists, and disabled traveler needs into all projects where non-motorized travel is consistent with current, adopted regional and local plans.  In the absence of such plans, federal, state, and local standards and guidelines should be used to determine appropriate accommodations.

PROJECT PLANNING and DESIGN

2. Caltrans and MTC will make available routine accommodations reports and publications available on their respective websites.


3. To promote local non-motorized involvement, Caltrans District 4 will maintain and share, either quarterly or semi-annually at the District 4 Bicycle Advisory Committee, a table listing ongoing Project Initiation Documents (PIDS) for Caltrans and locally-sponsored projects on state highway facilities where nonmotorized users are permitted.


FUNDING and REVIEW

4. MTC will continue to support funding for bicycle and pedestrian planning, with special focus on the development of new plans and the update of plans more than five years old.

5. MTC’s fund programming policies shall ensure project sponsors consider the accommodation of non-motorized travelers consistent with Caltrans’ Deputy Directive 64. Projects funded all or in part with regional discretionary funds must consider bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the full project cost consistent with Recommendation 1 above.  The Federal Highway Administration recommends including up to 20% of the project cost to address non-motorized access improvements; MTC encourages local agencies to adopt their own percentages. 

6. TDA Article 3, Regional Bike/Ped, and TLC funds shall not be used to fund non-motorized facilities needed for new roadway or transit construction projects that remove or degrade non-motorized access. Funding to enhance bicycle and/or pedestrian access associated with new roadway or transit construction projects should be included in the funding for that project.

7. MTC, its regional bicycle and pedestrian working groups, the Partnership’s Local Streets and Roads committee, and the county congestion management agencies (CMAs) shall develop a project checklist to be used by implementing agencies to evaluate non-motorized needs and to identify non-motorized accommodations associated with regionally-funded roadway and transit projects consistent with applicable plans and/or standards.  The form is intended for use on projects at their earliest conception or design phase and will be developed by the end of 2006. 

8. CMAs will review completed project checklists and will make them available through their websites, and to their countywide Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committees (BPACs) for review and input to ensure that routine accommodation is considered at the earliest stages of project development. The checklist outlined in Recommendation 7 should be the basis of this discussion prior to projects entering the TIP.

9. Each countywide BPAC shall include members that understand the range of transportation needs of bicyclists and pedestrians consistent with MTC Resolution 875 and shall include representation from both incorporated and unincorporated areas of the county. 

10. MTC and its partner agencies will monitor how the needs of non-motorized users of the transportation system are being addressed in the design and construction of transportation projects by auditing candidate TIP projects to track the success of these recommendations. Caltrans shall monitor select projects based on the proposed checklist.


TRAINING

11. Caltrans and MTC will continue to promote and host project manager and designer training sessions to staff and local agencies to promote routine accommodation consistent with Deputy Directive 64.
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